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Abstract

The basis for our research is the European approach towards cognitive linguistics
(represented by Jerzy Bartminski and the Polish school of cognitive ethnolinguistics)
reflecting especially the cultural aspects of a language. The principal concept of this
approach is the linguistic worldview, i.e.a cognitive-culturally determined conceptualization
of the world as affixed in language and texts. A component of this conceptualization of the
world is the stereotype which has (as opposed to the prototype as described by E. Rosch) not
only a cognitive, but also a sociocultural aspect (very often it also carries the aspect of self-
determination relevant for the given cultural community). This theory and its associated
methodology will be presented focusing on its possible applications in sign-language studies.
First, we will demonstrate the methods of determining and verifying any stereotypical
properties of a researched phenomenon in spoken languages (on the example of Czech);
next we will discuss what indicators of stereotypes are available to researchers in the field of
sign languages which differ profoundly from spoken languages (e.g. they do not have any
written form which is, in terms of fixation, very important for spoken languages). Our
research focuses on the following principal questions: How to research the worldview
adopted by speakers of the (Czech) sign language; specifically how to research the
stereotype as a part of this worldview? And of course: what is this worldview like and what
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foundations does it rest upon? (Most certainly, when realizing the worldview in sign
languages, icono-metaphoric and more commonly icono-metonymic mapping is used.)
However we are still looking for any answers to the questions above, or rather, we are
starting to look. The lecture and the following workshop will discuss our preliminary
experience, esp. concerning examples of ethnical (but also others) stereotypes in the Czech
sign language.



